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Indications

The Autovent 3000 may be used anytime the patient’s ventilations would need to be assisted with a bag-valve or bag-to-ET tube, especially for an extended period.

Contraindications

1.  This device should NOT be used on patients under the age of 12.

2.  DO NOT use on patients who weigh less than 90 lbs.

3.  Patients with a suspected pneumothorax or tension pneumothorax.

4.  Patients with an elevated-pulmonary-pressure syndrome.

Technique

1.  Secure airway as needed.

2.  Assist ventilations as needed until the ventilator settings can be determined.  Use the attached table to determine ventilator volumes.  All volumes are based on ideal body weights as judged by the patient’s height and frame, not on gross weight.

3.  Observe patient’s chest rise.  Rise should be normal and equal bilaterally.  If the chest does not rise, recheck airway, evaluate patient for other injuries, and recheck tidal-volume setting.  If chest appears over inflated, then decrease the tidal-volume setting.

4.  The rate of ventilation is determined by the patient’s clinical condition.  The minimum rate setting should not be less than 12 breaths per minute for and adult patients.  The maximum adult rate setting is 20 breaths per minute.

Precautions

1.  Initial airway management and ventilation cannot and must not be compromised while setting up the ventilator.

2.  If problems occur with the ventilator, STOP and check for adequate oxygenation and ventilation.
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