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Victims involved in any type of structure fire should be suspected of having carbon monoxide poisoning.  Symptoms vary from vague complaints to cardiac and respiratory failure.

Assessment

1.  Assess ABC’s and initiate CPR as needed.

2.  Obtain vital signs.

Treatment

1.  Remove from toxic environment, using proper precautions to prevent exposure of rescuers.

2.  Initiate CPR as needed.

3.  Consider 100% oxygen.

4.  Transport to Emergency Department.  Consult with Medical Control and consider transport to hyperbaric chamber.

5.  Read CO levels prior to leaving the scene, (ppm) and attempt to determine duration of exposure.
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