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In general, peripheral intravenous lines are difficult to establish in children, but should be attempted in the field if indicated.

Assessment

1.  Select a vein; look at the dorsal veins of the hands, scalp veins (especially in infants), and saphrenous veins.  Priority should be given to veins above the diaphragm if abdominal trauma is suspected.

2.  Consider the use of an intraosseus IV if peripheral IVs are unsuccessful.

3.  If unable to establish a line for shock, initiate pediatric PCPD for children over 60 pounds weight (about 6 years of age).

Treatment

1.  Use the largest catheter or butterfly needle that will fit the intended vein to establish an IV.

2.  No more than two attempts should be made.  (Except in cardiac arrest)

3.  PCPD trousers may be used for children weighing over 60 pounds.
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