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Adult abuse includes physical, emotional, or sexual abuse or neglect of an elderly, handicapped, or incompetent person.

DUTY TO REPORT

1.  Any health care provider having reasonable cause to suspect that a person sixty years or older or handicapped person between 18 and 59 has been or may be abused or neglected shall report to the Missouri Division of Aging.  Notification may be done by telephoning 1-800-392-0210.

Assessment and Treatment

1.  Provide necessary medical as related by the appropriate medical or trauma guideline.

2.  Although a preliminary assessment of abuse or neglect is made in the field, the final determination is made upon review of the incident by appropriate personnel.  Accusations of abuse or neglect should not be made in the field.

Notification

1.  In a private and confidential environment, notify the physician at the receiving hospital of the facts upon which abuse or neglect is suspected.

2.  Notification of the supervisor of the facts of the abuse or neglect is encouraged.

Documentation

The ambulance report shall include:

1.  All facts upon which abuse or neglect is suspected.  Emotional or accusatory facts are improper.

2.  Identity of the physician notified.

3.  Whether the physician stated that he or the hospital personnel should notify Missouri Division of Aging.
4.  Conclusion reached by ambulance personnel.

5.  Whether the Missouri Division of Aging was notified.
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