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The following procedure is a guideline for determining the appropriate destination for patients who are victims of a traumatic injury.

Trauma Center Selection

1.  Any injured patient who is at least 16 years of age who is initially assessed to have a trauma score less than 13 shall be transported to the nearest level I/II trauma center if transport time is estimated at 20 minutes or less by ground unit.

2.  If equal distance between two trauma centers, transport the patient to the highest level of trauma center within 20 minutes.

3.  If more than 20 minutes from a trauma center consider requesting an air ambulance to respond to the scene or to predetermine rendezvous point.

Trauma Criteria

1.  Any injured patient who is at least 18 years of age and who does not meet the physiologic, assessment, injury mechanism or any other criteria for triage to a trauma center may be taken to the hospital destination of their choice.

2.  Any trauma patient with any of the following criteria will be given preferential routing to a level I/ II trauma center even if it is not the nearest facility.

Physiological
1.  Glassgow Coma Scale of less than 14.

2.  Systolic BP < 90.

3.  Respiratory rate < 10 or > 29.

4.  Revised Trauma Score < 11.

Assessment

1.  Penetrating injury to the head, neck, torso or extremities proximal to elbow or knee.

2.  Flail chest.

3.  Combination trauma and burns.

4.  Two or more proximal long-bone fractures.

5.  Pelvic fracture.

6.  Open and or depressed skull fracture.

7.  Paralysis.

8.  Amputation proximal to wrist or ankle.

9.  Major burns.

Injury Mechanism

1.  Ejection from automobile.

2.  Fall from a height greater than 20 feet.

3.  Death in same passenger compartment.

4.  Extrication time greater than 20 minutes.

5.  High speed auto accident.

· Initial speed greater than 40 mph.
· Major auto deformity greater than 20”

· Intrusion into passenger compartment greater than 12”

6.  Auto/Pedestrian or Auto/bicycle injury with SIGNIFICANT (greater than 5 mph) impact.

7.  Pedestrian thrown or run over.

8.  Motorcycle crash at or greater than 20 mph or with separation of rider from bike.

Other

1.  Ages under 5 or over 55.

2.  Patients with cardiac or respiratory diseases.

3.  Patients with insulin-dependent diabetes, cirrhosis, or morbid obesity.

4.  Patients who are pregnant.

5.  Immunosuppressed patients.

6.  Patients with bleeding disorders or patients on anticoagulants.

A trauma patient in cardiac arrest should be transported to closest appropriate Trauma Center.  Do not use Air Ambulances to transport. 

Pediatric Patients

Injured children under 16 who meet any of the above criteria should be taken to the nearest pediatric trauma center if within 20 minutes transport time.  If not within 20 minutes of a pediatric trauma center, transport the patient to the highest level trauma center available.
Notes

If the ambulance is diverted from the hospital originally identified through triage protocol as the appropriate hospital destination for a patient, the paramedic in charge shall make written documentation of the diversion to the Assistant Chief giving the patients name, date, time, report number, and details of diversion.
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